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Why Americans Want A Buffett Tax
If you believe the latest poll, most
Americans want a Buffett tax.  Yup,
64% support a minimum tax of 30%
if you earn $1 million or more. With
considerable stage savvy, the “Buffett
tax” was proposed by President
Obama at his State of the Union
address, with Mr. Buffett’s secretary
sitting in First Lady Michelle
Obama’s box. See State of the Union’s
Taxes: Buffeted Poor.

While a Buffett tax has been
proposed, the “Paying a Fair Share Act of 2012” (S.2059), passage seems
unlikely. See Warren Buffett Endorses Whitehouse’s “Buffett Rule”
Legislation. Yet March 29th it was proposed again by Sen. Tom Harkin
(D-Iowa) in his Rebuild America Act. Think alternative minimum tax
(AMT) on steriods.

The U.S. government’s budget deficit is expected to swell to $1.17 trillion
in the 2012 fiscal year. People cry out for change, but how? Without a
comprehensive overhaul in 25 years, the tax code is riddled with
deductions, exemptions and rules layering complexity and special
interests one atop the other. Even Harvard Business School alums think
we’re practically third world in taxes. See Politics, Tax Code Said to
Stymie U.S.

Robert W. Wood
THE TAX LAWYER

 

http://blogs-images.forbes.com/robertwood/files/2012/03/taxrich.jpg
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/2012/04/03/why-americans-want-a-buffett-tax/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/14/us-usa-poll-tax-idUSBRE82C1CD20120314
http://www.forbes.com/sites/janetnovack/2012/01/25/obama-proposes-doubling-romneys-taxes-with-minimum-30-rate/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/janetnovack/2012/01/24/warren-buffetts-secretary-instagram-co-founder-to-sit-in-first-ladys-box/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/janetnovack/2012/01/24/warren-buffetts-secretary-instagram-co-founder-to-sit-in-first-ladys-box/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/2012/01/25/state-of-the-unions-taxes-buffeted-poor/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/2012/01/25/state-of-the-unions-taxes-buffeted-poor/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c112:S.2059:
http://whitehouse.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=7184E234-124A-45C5-9939-F801D76E5BF5
http://whitehouse.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=7184E234-124A-45C5-9939-F801D76E5BF5
http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc556.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=politics%2C%20tax%20code%20said%20to&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CDIQqQIwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB10001424052970203735304577167312137123818.html&ei=JsoXT7fcHcXJiQKoi6XbCA&usg=AFQjCNESWtbK5VExk77s9hmRhJx_GNaojg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=politics%2C%20tax%20code%20said%20to&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CDIQqQIwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB10001424052970203735304577167312137123818.html&ei=JsoXT7fcHcXJiQKoi6XbCA&usg=AFQjCNESWtbK5VExk77s9hmRhJx_GNaojg


A view of history suggests that Buffett’s tax buffet is no
smorgasbord. Sure, it seems like Warren Buffett and other billionaires
should pay a higher rate than their secretaries. But a minimum tax?

In 1969, the AMT was intended to make sure the wealthy paid a
minimum level of tax. Since then, the AMT has grown into the most
insidious and counterintuitive tax there is. See Will Everyone Pay AMT
Next Year? The AMT has grown to cover almost everything. You compute
regular tax and AMT, and if the AMT is higher, you must pay it.

Given the ingredients that go into the AMT, you can’t eyeball it. You must
compute your tax both ways to tell. Even IRS Commissioner Doug
Shulman practically begged Congress to fix it. Congress only slapped on a
two-year patch for 2010 and 2011.

A Congressional Research Service Report, “The Alternative Minimum
Tax for Individuals” says it’s only going to get worse—even without the
Buffett Rule. See CRS Says Inflation, Income Tax Reductions Will Cause
More Taxpayers to Be Subjected to AMT. In 2008 (the most recent year
for which such statistics are available), 27% of the households that paid
the AMT had adjusted gross income of $200,000 or less.

A Buffett tax may sound good, just like the AMT did in 1969.
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